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Pursuant to the call of tlie I>emoCraliic State Central Com- 
mittee, tl^e delegates /fi^am the several Assembly Districts 
met at noon on the 10th day of January, A. D. 1856, in 
the City Hall, in the city of Syracuse- : ^ > v. .. . v 

Mr. Ballard, of Cortland, called the Conventioil tb Order, 
and on his motion, Hon. JOHlir J.' TATtOR, of Tioga, was 
.appointed t?Dy)oi:arj chairman. ;, , "^ 

Mr. Taylor, on taking the chair, addressed the Conven- 
tion as follows : ' . ., v/C 

Gentlemen .OP the. Convention : 

Accept my thanka foj: the (Jistinguifthed ho^ary^o have 
icon&rred upon me in inviting me ta^reside ov6r yom^ inci- 
pient' proceedings. I do not dfeem this' a proper occasion to 
Inak^ an address, nor is it necessary that I should. You are 

' all aware of the duties we have ,to discharge, in expressing 
the sentiments of the democrats of thi^ atate» and. in selecting 
delegates to represent them in the National Convention. I 

• 'trtratwii "shall each feel the res|)onslbility of thelsS^'duties 
and hope we shall so discharge thein as. to have the appro- 
bation of our own . qonpciei^cQS} and thje approval pf our 
constituents. Let us so shape our action thatit.wiUbe in 
accordance withfeound hati^nalprincipleSjand tend to 'secure 
equal rights to every portion of orff ciouhtry. 

■ |(X/;3jlp|lff»r, .<^f J^fff^flffl^iWd ]>{x.vCi4NTpN,. of .E^ 
appointed temporary Secretarietw ^ vnaoir: h.. .:,v= . 'a 



On motion, the counties were called, when the following 
delegates appeared : 

jilbany Jae. M. KimbaU, H. H. Van Dyck, Nicholas HUl, Jr., 

Francis Kearney. 

Megany L. P. Weatherby, J. M. Mott. 

Bnwnu O.C.Crocker. 

Cattaraugut . .-. . .0. S. Hic^ox, Patriclsr %hot" 

Cayuga ... J. N. Knapp, John L.^ar^ker,' b. 8. Titus. 

ChatUauque L. B. Smith, Samnel W. Bagnell. 

Chemung William R. Judson. 

Chinango S. S. Meritt, Horace Packer. 

Columbia William A. Carpenter, Thomas M. Bnrt. 

Cortland Horatio Ballard. 

Wavfare .0. M. 41hihen^ Charles Maples. 

DiOcheu ....... , Gilbert Dean, Joseph Martin. 

Eriii .'.Israel T. Hatch,' Alfeii Potter, H. P.' Qinton, M. B. 

LovMand. ' '' 

FvUon if HamUton'Dtjml Smith. \ ■ \' 

GentMe. ....... •..Dean Richmond, F. M. Craig. 

Herkimir j3^rg« W. Pine,, George B. Judd. 

Jefftnon Levi H. 6rown, Charles K. Loomis. 

Kings S. E. Johnson, Wm. Mirion, ll." D. iBi*|g:gs, D. A. 

• WHght- ''■•.'■ ■■"'•■' 

Livingston William C. Hawlej, James Faulkner. 

Madison S. T. Fairchild. 

Monroe Jas. C. CanipbeH, Jtistus Tale, S. B. Jewett. 

Jlftrte^oirtiwy/iv...Ff«n<3ii^N©wkiirk, David Spralrer. ^^ 

')ii' Nam York ...... .Miohael Murray, P. Matthews, George H; PufSdr, >L. 

.1 . Harrison ^mith, Thonits W. Adams, Albert Si4ith, 

George W. Roome, Asahel Reed, Hiram Engle, Bepj. 

P. Fairchild, E. C. McConnell, Henry P. West^ 
* Daniel W. Nonfe, John Cochrane, L. B. Shep'ard. 

iVlMijor«. ... w .. .William Yandevoort, A. y. £. HotchMM 

Oneida ;.i.>GeO)r|pB Graham, J. Thomas Spriggs. 

Ofipndaga ...... ^C. B. Wheeler, John M. Strong, Chades F. WiUiist^, 

Wm. Taylor. 

dniario .^Myron H. Peck. 

d^ort^: ....;... .D; E. Fowler, C. S. Potter. 
OHMgio. J ....... .B^njatnin S. Bowan. 

Otmgo , Charles McLean, Daiii^ V. Bodeso. 

Putnam A. Prinod. 

Qufmc Manus Kelly. 

^lUnmtkier : . i . . ; . A/MoGonihe, WiUSi^ Bitriiigton, iS^iit^^W^ 
Itidunond Thomas Bunif. ' 'i:-. .j: ;r;- 
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St. Lawnnce, . . . %]ft. W. Jtidil<m, Man L, BiUumU, Noble 8» BMttlrMn. 

S^eca JoBiah T. Miller. 

Steuben T. N. McGabe. / . • 

Suffolk. . . *. . .William H. Ludlow. .%;./. 

BdieMctady ...... Nich. Vandebogart & Alex. J. TiompAoii— ContWaAta. 

1/ SutftwM* P. A. Devoe. :- 

Tio^a John J. Taylor. ,r' 

romp&itw Lewis Vankirk, H. D. Barto, ^r. 

UUttr Peter Rowe, T.R: WOfitbrook.. 

Watfciii^o» . . . . .Atherton Hall. 

Wayne George W. Paddock, Poxneroy Tuckfit, 

■ ' Wettchegter E. J. Hortori, George W. Ditdhet. ' , ! ^ 

^ TTyomi^g* T.S.Cushing. ■' 

Fofef L. S. Ayres. ' .'■ 

The bounty of Schenectady, th6 14th District of Kew . 
Ybfk, afad one district from the cottnty 6f Eihgs; were fotiAd 
to be contested, whereupon 

On motion of Mr. Purser, of New York, a comniittei^- bf 
five upon contested seats was appointed. ' ' 

Oniaotion of Mr. Ballard, of Cortland, it was brderied 
thai a committee of one frbm each judicial district, b6 Ap- 
pointed to report permanent oflScers.' ' . ) j 
^ The Chair announced the following committee on c6nte6t- 
ed seats : — Messrs. Purser, Westbrook, Campbell, MiaiititT, 
JtrnsolNr. ^^ 
• Cotnmittee on Organization : — Messrs. RoOME, 1st ; Ma:rV| 
TiK, 2d ; HARRnsrcTON, 3d ; Hall, 4th ; LunnisrGJTON, 6tti f 
Ballard, 6th ; Hawlby, 7th ; Potter, 8th. 

Mr. Cochrane, of New York, moved that the taies of the 
late Assembly be the rules of the Convention. Cairried.' 

On motion of Mt. Jewett, the Conventioii adjourned to 
8 P.M. 



THREE O'CLOCK, P. M. > 

The Convention re-assembled, pursuant to adjouriitneiii. 

Mr. Ballard/ from the committee for that purpose, sub- 
mitted the foUo^ng oflSicers for the permanent 'organization 
of the Convention : 



Preridenlr-rWILLIAM H. LUDLOW. 

Vice Presidents — Geobgb H. PtmsER, JosBPd Mibtik, 
Alonzo McConihe, John L. Russell, Geobgb B. Judd, 
. Charles McLean, Jahel Fauleneb, A. Y. E. Hoxqpjss. 

Secretaries — Levi H. Brown, H. P. Clinton, Hibak 
Engle, Horace Packer.. 

The President, on taking the Chair, .spoke as follows : 
I thank you, gentlemen, for the honorable positibn you 
have assigned to me. Rest assured, that to the full extent- 
of my ability, I shall impartially discharge the duties of the 
Chair. 
Gentlemen, you have here assembled under circumst^ces 
. of great and vital interest. You are now on the eve jpf-/in 
important National Convention, and you are called on At 
J;bis time, not only to make judicious selections of delegates 
to that Convention, but you jire also called on to lay down 
•>. platform of principles, which shall truly represent the 
. Democracy of our State, and which at this period of politi- 
cal chaos, shall proclaim to the Democratic brotherhood of 
• the Union, where the Democracy of New York stand, what 
.they piean ajQd what they want. v 

Gentlemen, it is my most earnest desire that wisdom and 
moderation may guide your counsels, and that their resuU 
^* may be alike acceptable to yourselves, and to the constitu- 
encies whom you severally represent. 
: And, gentlemen, it is my most earnest further desire, that 
the delegates from the Eqapire State may meet their, qo- 
laborera at Cincinnati, on a footing of proud equality. I 
am confident that no act of this Convention will comp^romise 
that attitude. 

Mr. Dean, of Dutchess, moved the appointment of a com- 
mittee of sixteen .to report an Addre^ and resolutions. 
The piotion was. adopted. ,.'. 

Mr. Jewett, of Monroe, moved the appointment ^ofj^. com- 
.^ mittee of sixteen — two fronj each Judicial Distript — ^to^ce- 



port a list of delegates to the Democratic Ji'atibnal.Coiivj^^- 
tifon.-"'<Gafried« ■.•,■■■. • ,. .,.,/ ,. ,,^ :,... . ... ...-. 

Mr. Cochrane, of New York, moved to adjoam until 7 ' 
P. -Mi-'Oatfried. • • - • • 



EVENING SESSION. ■ - ■'^^''' 

The, Convention met at t o'clock, ' ' ,o 

T^9 ,9^^-^^ pnWP^^?®^ the following /committees : !' ' 

ADDRESS AND RESOLUTIONS. ., j , 

l-*-<k>OHRAirE and Shbpard, of New York. 

2— Deak, of Dutchess, and BbiOos, of Kings. * '• 

"^' 'SU-fiiLt., o^ASbany; and Westbbook, of Ulster; '-' • ' • 

4— SPEAKER, of Montgomery, and Russell, of St. Xawremoo. 
. , . , J . 6r-TLeoMiiy, of JfeflBBison, md Taylob, of Oson^i^, , , , • 
6-— Faibchild, of Madison, and TayloA, of Tioga. , 
7— TucKBB, of Wayne, and McKay, of Steulben. 
8 — ^I^orrEB,' of Orleans, and WETkBRBY, of AUefgany.' 

ON SELECTION OF DELEGATES TO THE NATIOT^At C0NVl5l<tTI0N. 
JHstrid. > 

1— NoBBis and Adams, New York. 

2r*>Wii€mT, iof Kings, and FowLEB, of Orange. ,\ 

< 3 — ^^ESXFALL, of Rensselaer, and Gajipenteb, of Columbia, . . ^ . 
v4— JunsoN, of St. Lawrence, and Newkibk, of Montgomery. 
— Obahak, of Oneida, and Woolwobth, of Lewis. 
6 — ^Mebbitt, of Chenango, and Cbockeb, of Broome. 
7— Jbwetp, of Monroe, and TiTUi, of Cayuga. 
8— Richmond, of Genesee, and Vandebvoobt, of Niagtt^pa. 

The Convention then took a recess to iivmit the^^ep^rts 
of the committees. 

On the re-assembling of thfe Convention, 

Mr. Purser read the report of the committee on contest- 
ed seats in the New York cases, aijd Mr. Westbrook in the 
Schen^fe'tady case. ^ 

The committee arrived at the following results : 

First and Third Districts, New rorfc— That the Contestants, S. E. Johnson 
and Marina Kelly, had magnanimously withdrawn in favor of Messrs. D. A. 
Wright and William Marion. 
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Tmth Ditfryit New F^rik— That Mr. Fftirohild is entitled to the seat Instead 
of Mr" Swaoknamtner/ 

Fourteenth District, New FoH(^— That the committee cannot dedda between 
the coiltettaati, and leports a T«oancj in this seat 

Schenectady County— That neither side is strictly regular, and that both f 
contestants be admitted to seats, with power to cast one vote. 

The question being on the report of the committee, a di- 
vision was called for, and th^ Chair stated that the question 
would be put on each case separately. 

The cstse of the 10th district in New York being taken 
up, the cbntestan);s, Messrs. Swackhamme^ and FAifiCHltD, 
were heard. 

A motion was made to amend by admitting both dele- 
gates. 

The amendment was rejected apd the report of the com- 
mittee agreed to. 

In the case of the 14th district in New York, the report 
of the committee tvas agreed to. 

The Schenectady case coming up, Mr. Ballaed stating 
that h|9 midejstoo.d the committee to report that neither side 
was regular, moved to amend so that both delegates be, re- 
jected. 

A discussion ensued, and varions motions and amendments 
were propo^fed, when, und^r the previous question, the Con- 
vention was tiroii^ht to a vote on the report, and it was 
rejected. 

A motion of Mr. Ballaed to rejecit both claimants was 
then adopted. 

^ TJ^' pQDyeption then took a recess till 10 o^clock, to hear 
the report of the committee on resolutions. 



.:^ ^ ,^ . TEN O'CLOCK P. M. 



Mr. Hill, of Albany, from the committee for that purpose, 
reported the following Address :. . 



• f. \-.. T 



A-DDRESS 



Fellow Citizens : — 

We address you in the name of liie Democratic Party. Our 
reflections, uniting with the experience of the past, have 
satisfied us that the prosperity of the country depends upon 
the permanent ascendancy of democratic principles. Whether 
we are right in this you must judge. If not, we have erred with 
some of the wisest patriots and statesmen that ever lived. We 
are far from claiming that the Democratic Party has never gone 
astray, or that all good men have adopted its faith. Good men 
hav^ sometimes opposed it, but we think from mistaken views ; 
and bad men have sometimes joined it under a like delusion. 
What we claim for. it is, that its political creed is in harmony 
with the true spirit of our institutions, and that it cannot fail in 
upholding them while it keeps near the light of its own princi- 
ples. We invite your attention to some considerations on this 
subject. 

The Democratic Party was designed merely as a means of 
influencing the course of public or governmental affairs, by the 
concentrated action of political opinion ; leaving all other mat- 
ters to the free and unbiassed choice of the citizen. It was not 
organized, as some pf its former professed friends seem to have 
assumed, to keep watch and ward over the entire domain of taste 
and sentiment, thought and duty ; or to act as a spy upon the 
private opinions or pursuits of men, or sit in judgment upon 
their consciences, or control even their outward conduct, except 
through the rightful action of government. These are heresies 
of modern growth, entirely alien to the principles for which the 
illustrious defenders of our faith, with Jefferson at their head, 
steadfastly contended in former years. Their objects were purely 
governmental in their nature, and their political creed, though 
broad enough to reach every subject of governmental concern,: 
extended no farther. On other subjects, where government 
could not or should not act, their creed was either silent, or 
spoke only to admonish us of the duty of forbearance, and the 
2 
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the ground dii which we stand should be carefully examined, tod 
the course we are to take in the coming struggle clearly deline- 
ated and undeihstobd. 

Without pausing to inquire here whether Congress has power 
to act in accordance with the views of this new sect>*--a question 
which admits of no answer but an unhesitating negative, if we 
rightly appreciate the tendency of their doctrines — ^we pass to the 
more practical and broader inquiry whether it aiughi to adopt 
them ? Let us give these men the benefit of their disclaimuers. 
Let us admit that they do not propose to interfere with, slavery 
now in either of the old thirteen states ; that they intend no 
insult to their brethem of those states, while branding them as 
objects of governmental distrust and abhorence ; that they are 
athirst for peace and tranquility, wlule invoking the demons (^ 
discord and strife ; that they venerate the Union, while denounc- 
ing the wisdom which framed it as " treason against humani- 
ty ; " and that ihej hope to perpetuate its blessings by joining 
hands with them who hate and curse it and pray for its over- 
throw. Orant that all of them do not see the tendency of their 
actions, or the inevitable end of Hieir career, and that they are 
doing this evil with a vague expectation that some possible good 
may come at last. Still,^ the question is not what they intend or 
ultimately expect, but what course should others take whose 
sense of duty is yet unsubdued by the frenzy of fanaticism or the 
lust of power ? Is it wise, is it just, is it right in any conceiva- 
ble view — nay, is it not both absurd and criminal — ^to counten- 
ance the theories which now, for the first time in our national 
history, this motley throng of politicians claim shall be enforced, 
"in every case and throughout all « hazards," by direct govern- 
mental action. 

We have assumed thatthey are not yet so far gone in delusion 
as to meditate any present assault upon slavery in the old thir- 
teen states ; though even this is but an inference, perhaps an 
unwarranted one, from their silence. In the strange document 
called their "platform of principles,^4drawn up by a professed 
abolitionist, and unanimously adopted as the permanent basis of 
their organisation, we find the following distinct avowlds, which 
show how wide a field of agitation th^ mean ultimately to occu- 
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py, and how little they are disposed to reditlct it out of deference 
to the constitution : — , 

** Baohedf That the federal goyenmidnt, being one of defined and limited 
** powers &c.,ve most earnestly deny its right to establish, uphold or toUrate 
« alavery la any portion of the public domain, or to amniv€ at its ezistenoe in 
** the federal territory by any means whatever. 

'* Euolvedf That since there can be no legal slavery in the Territories of our 
" Union, there can be no tlave States UgaVy formed out of tuch Territories" &c. 

The powers of the general government in respect ta slaveiy 
are the same to day that they were when the Union was formed,^ 
and if they have not been exceeded heretofore by the admission 
of slave states, they cannot be hereafter. In other words, if Con- 
gress has no power to admit new slave states now, as these 
theorists broadly affirm, it has had none at any time, and every 
act of that nature, whether past or future^ may be Ixeated as a 
mere usurpation, not obligatory upon any one. Suppose the car- 
dinal doctrines inculcated by the resolutions we have quoted to 
be adopted as an elementary portion of our. national policy, and 
to*have become, what their authors mean they shall be, ''the 
creed of political faith, the text of civic instruction, the touch- 
stone by which rto try the services of those we trust f at once 
the prompter and the guide of individual duty and public action. 
Everything hitherto done under which new slave States have been 
formed out of territory once constituting part of the public do- 
main, must be then deemed unconstitutional, and therefore abso- 
lutely invalid for any practical end. Louisiana, Missouri, and all 
other States received into the Union in violation of the dogma on 
which alone resistance for the future is to be based, have none 
of the rights of States under the Confederacy ! K they are cou- 
sidered members of it for any purpose, they hold their position by 
sufferance only ; not in virtue of the constitution I They are not 
entitled to be represented in the councils of the Nation, uor to 
its aid in suppressing domestic insurrection, or in repelling 
foreign invasion ; and every faithful believer in this new creed is 
bouAd to say so by his votes, in Congress and out of it 1. Indeed, 
we are told that they have not a " republican form of goyem- 
ment */' that they are uncongenial and therefore unfit associ&tas 
for tinQ free States ; that they a^ mere f AristocirfHsieB/ which 
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" in every case and fhroughant all hazards, must be abhorred and 
avoided ;" and so they should be thrust from the Union, or com- 
pelled to change their domestic policy I Such, fellow-citizens, 
are some of the tiBadiings of Anti-Slavery Republicanism. Such 
the broad and dismal field of agitation which it opens to our view, 
and on which it urges government to enter. 

The problem of domestic slavery was one of the most delicate 
and difficult which the framers of the federal constitution had to 
solve. The institution then existed in nearly all the States, in- 
cluding New York ; and was deeply interwoven with the social 
habits and industriaLl pursuits of our people. It had been fasten- 
ed upon us by the coercive policy of the mother country, undevi- 
atingly and perseveringly pursued through an hundred years ; 
and one question was, whether it was compatible with that 
'^ republican form of government'' which the United States were 
about to " guaranty to every State in this Union." If it was not, 
no Union could be formed, and the hopes and aspirations of the 
patriots who looked upon this as essential to complete the great 
work of the Revolution, and secure its fruits, must perish. Our 
fathers, with Washington as their pi*esiding officer, deliberated 
upon it, not in the spirit of Anti*Slavery Republicanism, but like 
men on whose decision hung the fate of a Nation ; invoking the 
spirit of peace, of mutual forbearance, conciliation and compromise. 
They balanced the countless practical and cer^in advantages of 
Union, against the vain hope of theoretical perfection in govern- 
ment, and our present constitution is the fortunate result of their , 
decision. No one who believes that their decision was wise, and 
thanks God for bringing their counsels to such a termination, 
can consistently say that a " republican form of government " i6 
Incompatible with the toleration of American slavery. And no one . 
we believe will say so, who truly reveres the constitution, and 
meditates no as£/ault, now or hereafter, on its benificent adjust- 
ments and vrifie compromises. 

The Anti-Slavery Republican Party, however, invites us to aid 
in giving ascendancy io men who have said and do say so, and 
who fltrive to make their dogmas the foundation of governmental 
action, as well as the test and limit of political faith. Men who, 
had they stood by when Washington and Mscompatriots finished 
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their labors, and given utterance to their present views, would 
have denounced the constitution as a " covenant of blood 1 " 
They admit that it tolerates slavery, and that^ while it provides 
for the return of fugitive slaves, it is impressively silent as to 
the admission of new slave states, and imposes no express duty 
to interfere with the subject anywhere or in any form. They 
admit, indeed, that it treats slavery as an affair of local sov^ 
reignty, which the people of each of the original states at least 
may deal with as they please, irrespective of the views and wishes 
of the people of other states And though they rail against ita 
coippromises, they admit too — ^for they cannot falsify history — 
that the Union could not have existed, if their spirit, instead of 
the spirit of peace, had prevailed. No one moreover will proba- 
bly deny, that had some prophet rent the veil of the future, and 
revealed the time when Congress was to act in accordance with 
the new theories now proposed, every Southern state would have 
refused to join the confederacy. And suppose even that the 
power to enforce these theories could be found in some ambigu- 
ous clause of the constitution, and that, if exercised, an astute | 
legal philologist might be able to maintain it Still the question 
is not one of law alone, nor of philology, nor metaphysics ; but ' 
of practical statesmanship, of wise govermental expediency, of 
good faith, honesty and fair dealing. And we put it to you as 
such, aiid ask you again, ought the power to be exercised ? 

Conceded power in government is not alwaya to be put in re- 
quisition ; doubtful power never. What a lawyer tells us we 
can do, is not an unerring test of human conduct even in the 
most inconsiderable affairs of private life ; but other considera- 
tions frequently remain to control the course of duty. This is 
peculiarly so in public affairs as to matters where the govern- 
ment is left free to act or forbear. Many formidable powers 
which Congress possesses by universal consent have been wise- 
ly suffered to remain in repose ; for example, its power over do- 
mestic commerce, and in respect to bankruptcy. On these and 
other subjects it has studied forbearance as the true policy of 
government, seldom obtruding on the field of local sovreignty, 
even when its power to do so was undoubted, except in accord- 
ance with some supposed and imperious public exigency, apd 



16 

then retiring as soon as the exigency ceased. The principle 
should be extended to every case where federal power may be 
safely dispensed with, especially if the right to interpose it is 
seriously doubted by intelligent men, and bad consequences are 
likely to flow from its exercise. 

Nothing is clearer, fellow citizens, than that the policy of Anti- 
Slavery Republicanism, if prosecuted in the reckless spirit which 
has thus far characterised it, will lead to consequences which no 
one can contemplate without dismay. Other exercises of con- 
gressional power as to slavery have shown some respect to con- 
stitutional limits, to the prevailing temper and exigencies of the 
times, and to the issues of good or evil likely to result. Whether 
they were prompted by one motive or another is a question of no 
moment now, except with those who hope to rise and prosper by 
turbulent and irrelevant appeals to m'ere prejudice and passion. 
These and all other measures should be judged to-day, as they 
will be in after times, by their practical adaptation to the just 
ends of government, and their tendency to secure the peace and 
well being of the country. Whatever else may be said of them, 
they were not animated by that spirit which, repudiating the 
constitutional definition of a " republican form of government," 
and vaunting its indiflEerence to the fate of the Union, denounces 
the citizens of one section of it as the special objects of govern- 
mental ** abhorrence," and asserts that the North and South are 
the natural enemies Of each other I It was not so with the act 
called the Missouri Compromise, which was the result of most 
anxious, patient and patriotic endeavors to harmonise conflicting 
views, and allay for the time the frenzy of sectional strife. Nor 
with its repeal, which assumed to banish the spirit of discord from 
the council chambers of the Nation, by limiting the range of 
federal action, and enlarging the domain of local sovereignty. 
The temper and policy of Anti-Slavery Republicanism, however, 
is far different. It abhors conciliation. It disdains peace. It 
calls back the spirit of discord. It will have nothing to do with 
local sovreignty of any kind, and least of all with that which 
looks for its warrant to the consent or choice of the people. It 
invokes the arm of the Nation, and proclaims congressional war 
— ^war without truce or relenting, and, for aught we see, war 
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without end ! And so sublimated ^re its theories that its lUihe* 
r6nts cannot advance one air^unient for their ^option founded 
oil the plain principles of the cfonstitutioii ^, nor any argument, in- 
deed, except such as proves, if it proves anythiug, that slavery 
should be' assailed everywhere, and at all times, *iu tspite of con- 
stitutibns and compacts. We invite yoii consider not merely the 
butwatd form of their creed, but its inner life and irrepressible 
practical tendencies. They ask for congressional intervention oil 
liie assumed ground that slave-holding, under all circumstances, 
is absolutely incompatible with' religion, as well is republican 
principles; so much so indeed that government cannot innocently 
Id U (d(me! And when told that the constitution Was fashioned 
upon a different theory, they admit and lament the fact, exalt 
themselves above the constitution, above the government, and 
appeal to a "higher law I*** The light by which our fathers 
walked and toiled will not do for Ifeem. They seek the pure 
empyrean ! In the language of Mr. Webster, they are " above 
ordinances." They pant for absolute perfection, and Will counte- 
nance nothing which falls short of it 1 On other subjects of pub- 
lic concern, however, they are more modest in their pretensions ; 
peccable like other men, and far less exacting. They believe in 
governmental jobs, and steamships, and high tariffs, and lavish 
expenditures, and mortgages of revenue, and vast public debts, 
and all the fraudulent contrivances by which the few are enabled 
to enrich themselves at the expense of the many. These they 
can countenance and tolerate — ^nay, lobby for, advocate arid prac- 
tice — ^notwithstanding all their specious and hollow cant abotit 
duty, and human rights, and governmental perfection I Thefy 
economise in their zeal for public purity, and would confine its 
behests wholly to the colored race ! 

Congress is one of the mere agents of government. Its powers 
are derived from the constitution, and it has no right to act upon 
theories which that instrument repudiates, whether they are good 
or bad. Every attempt thus far to extend its coiitrol over the 
subject of slavery, however guarded and conciliatory, has been 
fraught with danger. Angry sectional controversies, alienated 
feeling, enfeebled patriotism, have uniformly resulted from such 
measures. And if this new experiment upon the public tran- 
3 
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quilitj ^hall thrive, and all the powers of government be sucren 
dered to AnttrSlavery Republicanism, who can tell what the 
future l^uis in store for us ? When one half the people of the Union 
shall be taught, lb curse it as irreligious and anti-republican, and 
the other half to denounce it as a fraud on their, rights, an 
open enemy to their state policy, and their homes, T^rho shall 
aui^wer for ij;s fate? An act of Congress passed one year 
may be repealed the next. You may call it a compact if you 
pleasQ, and declare it irrepealable ; but this vrill not change it^ 
nature. And so the passage of every act will be only the signal 
light for a new mustering of hostile forces, agitation succeeding 
agitation with increased intensity, until every tie of fraternal 
feeling shall be utterly destroyed, and the blind instinct of sec- 
tional hate take the place of patriotism. Grant even that the 
Union is strong enough to survive the struggles of pur day ai^d 
generation to which this line of policy invites us. What will it 
be to them who shall succeed us, but a heritage of endless dis- 
cord ;. or at best, a worthless memorial of blessii^gs won by hero- 
isi^a, and lost by folly ? .. And even for ourselves — ^for the? interest 
of those now living — is it nothing to have the 'Nation smitten 
with an incurable disease ; to waste it with perpetual fever, or 
rack it with convulsions ? Will it prove to us an efficient protec- 
tor while struggling against coming death, its strength emacia- 
;tod, and its functions all perverted ? 

We are no alarmists, and are as little disposed to inspire you 
with unmanly fears, as to be shaken by them ourselves. The 
, dangers of which we speak are not undefined shadows, floatii^ 
in the far-ofif horizon of the future. They are substantial things 
— objects of sense — and we must deal with them. Washington 
saw them more than half a century ago, and in the last solemn 
..act of his public life warned his countrymen against them. They 
have alarmed the patriotism of later times, and in 1839, a states- 
, man of New York, now gone to his rest, but whose loss at this 
<?risis is more deeply deplored than ever, addressed his fellow- 
citizens on the subject. And after a masterly review of the va- 
rious clauses of the constitution indicating the conciliatory spirit 
: in. which the Union was formed — ^the clause for reclaiming fugi- 
tive slaves included — ^he asked :•— » 
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'* Are there ^yifko will blame oui' yenemble fothets, ih» d^egatet in tilt 
" eonveittian of 1797, fbr glTing their Msent to tldti olanse of odr eomrfcltii^ 
" tion r AU the old thirteen 8iate§ tisetited to it, and to all the other ooooi-' ' 
' ' cessidns and compromises which have been sbentioned as oonnected with 
'< the sabject of domiestio slavery. The people Of all the States assents to 
^'thinn, and fiftj years of internal peaoe and abondont prosperity haria at^ 
" tested the wisdom of the Convention. Whal American oltiaen Will poW 
* ' )rf»9, tod claitnini^ to be ^nirer tha» Wii^ngton; the Precedent of that con-» 
* ' vention, purer and more patriotic than the sages who supported hiifi in tlie 
*^^^etfi work of .forming our constitution, as they had previously in tl^e 
*' achievement of our Independence, will cast the ilrst stone at the temple of 
' ' human liberty which they erected ? Who that loves his coilnt^y win op^h 
'* 4gain*the delicate and troublesome compromises thus formed, thus settled| 
''and now obnl»cr«i4d b^ time and happy ttcperienoe, with the hope .of: 

* ^ reaching bettor reeslts from tiie present temper and filing of the ooun^ t ; 
^' .Who w^l oast upion the ocean of time and chance the 'invaluable blesslpi^^.. 
" we have gained, the triximph to humane liberty we have secured, for the 

* ^ dark and stormy prospect which, presents itself of more perfect success in a 
** new effort ? Who will wantonly trample upon the jfeitli' we have soleknnly ' 
* ' j)ledged to otir brethern of other States, upon entering the confederacy, in * 
'' tH6 hope of moulding them to a more yielding disposition in somid ihturei 
'^ ccfmpaot ? Who will boldly stiike at the Union itself, aad stake ito £ate^ 
'' against his sympathy for the slave V'^^ddrmby Ehn. SUat Wngbt, Ctut-., 

We caniiot forbear, feUow-citizens, from addtog to tiieae ad^. 
monitions the wa;rning of one whoiwas never moved. by unreal 
danger, who6b name is a passport to every!;demoeratii hiBart, and^ 
whose memory is revered in all lands where freedom has a shrine 
or a worshipper. We mean Andrew Jacksonj In; his face^U 
address to the people of tiie United States, he tells vlb:-^ 

** The constitution cannot be maintained nor the Union preserved in oppo- 
** sition to public feeling, by the mere exertion of ^e cbeikSiVe i^^rwdrsConfl- 

* * ded to the 'general government. The fbnndlitiQltis must be laid in the aflbc- 
'^tions of Che people, in the seonrity it give^ to' life, liberty ,! ohaniQtei vbA;. 
' ' property in every qvactec pi the jQOimttyy and ivk the Ira^rnal attachment 
*;;,whieh.tha citizexw of the several States bear to pne. another as mj^mbers.ef 
''p^e poUtlcjal family, mutually cpntnbuting to promote the l^ppiness of 
*' each other. Hence the citizens of every State should avoid everything cal- 
*{ pulated to wound the benslbtiities or offend the Just pride* of the peopte of 
** other States ; and tiey shotild frown upon any prodeeditigB "within their 
'* own borders likely- 16 disturb the traaqnility of theis pplittoal brethren^in; 
''Other poriiOB» of the Unien.'* . « « f «VAU 9«k^ e^brt^,'' he a|ddtf, 
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** «* in dlMot oppoiltlMb to the ^ilrit in whioh tho Union wiui fono^d, and 
" mnifc .encUng«r its safety. MoUrei qi philan^opj maj be assigndd for 
« Uda unmynrantablB intecferenoe, and weak men znajr. j^erraade themselves 
** Idr « moment that they aie laboring in the cause of iuunanity, and afisert- 
'' ing th» rights of the hmntan race ; but every one will see that nothing but 
' * mischief can oome firom these improper assaults upon the feelings and rights 
** of others. Edst assured, that teb mex voukd busy nr this wobk of dis- 

*' COBD ABl VOT WQBTHT OF TOUS COHFOUSXCB, ASD DBSEBVX .TOCTB STBOKaBfiT 



Let us heed these impressive lessons of patriotrsm, and oppose 
those who invite us to engage with them in this new anti-sla- 
vpry crusade. Reject with abhorence the treasonable fallacy 
that sectional strife is either wise or patriotic or necessary. 
Leave the people of the Territories to crettle their own policy in 
regard to slavery. Extend to them every needed protection for 
the free and fair exercise of their choice, but go no further. All 
rational men concede — even Anti-Slavery Republicanism hesi- 
tates to deny — ^that when they are admitted as States, their right 
to establish or abolish the institution will become perfect, and 
no power on earth can question their decision. If tjiey are ad- 
mitted to^ay with an anti-slavery constitution, they may dbange 
it to-morrow without consulting our wishes ; and should Congress 
attempt to prevent their doing so, it would be an invasion of 
Bovreignty, which might be lawfully resisted, by force of arms. 
Or should they come into the Union with a constitution which 
prescribes no line of policy on this subject, but leaves/ it to be 
settled by State legislation afterwards, the result will be the 
same. And so they will have their own way at last, as we have 
had ours. Why not then abstain at once from all intermeddling, 
and stop useless agitation ? We believe the people are tired of 
it, and desire peace. It promises no good, none whatever, but 
only evil, and that • continnAlly— ^vil in our national councils, in 
thie different States, itt church'^ and every where. Other and 
direr forms of evil will follow if we persist in urging Congress 
to act on theories at war alike with the constitution and common 
sense. Can we not afford to rely on the unwritten but steady 
laws of pi^ulation in the disposition of questions of this kind 7 
Have We travelled so far away from . Democracy that we dare 
not trufift the pifeo^te of the territories with the management of 
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anj of theip own a&irs ? Is no faith to be placed ia the; JQni 
stincts aad interests of intelligeint men, or ii^ anjtiiing excepts 
the coercire powers of government ? Or do we really believe 
that all good must come to us, if at all, through acts of Congress;, 
and that duties have no existence or validity until prescribed by 
statute ? This, fellow citiasens, is the creed of Anti-Slavery Be*, 
publicanism ; not of the Democratic party. 

Still another party — ^the natural fruit, if not an essential part 
of the teeming diseases of the times— has been recently organizsed, 
whose creed is at war with the genius and spirit of our institu- 
tions. It seeks to veil its heresies under a specious name, and 
asks to be recognized as "The American Party;" though its 
authors chose for themselves the humbler and more apt designa- 
tion of " Know-Nothings " Its creed on the slavery question is 
of the most plastic and accommodating kind. In the non-slave- 
holding portions of the country, especially in the New England 
States and Ohio, it agrees with Anti-Slavery Republicanism in 
almost every thing except the mere ascendancy of party leaders. 
In the slaveholding portions of the country it has endeavored, 
though generally without success, to gain ascendancy by pro- 
fessing to favor an opposite policy — a policy in accordance with 
prevailing local opinions. While* in New York and some other 
places it aims to reach the seats of power by a " middle passage," 
or rather by being sometimes on one side and sometimes on the 
other ; favoring" each in turn without being constant to either. 

So far, therefore, as it proposes to guide the actions of men or 
influence the course of national affairs on the subject of slavery, 
its creed is emphatically krunjo-nothing ; or rather it is a jumble 
of contradictions. Whether the " spldiers of fortune " who lead 
this enterprise shall ultimately act with or against their Whig 
brethren in the ranks of Anti-Slavery Republicanism, depends on 
time and chance ; perhaps on " pay and rations." Its distinctive 
mission, to use the cant language of the day, seems to be religious 
instead of political, and it, proposes to intervene in sectarian ra- 
ther than sectional strife. Justice requires us to concede, how- 
ever, that even its sectarian preferences are somewhat loose and 
indiscriminate ; for in certain portions of the Union it is said 
to be Catholic, and in others Protestant. Nay, we have heard it 
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intimated by professed adherents of the " Order" claiming to b© 
more liberal than the rest, that in truth it had no preference i6t 
any religious sect ; nor indeed any religion at all ! Lest we 
should misinterpret or misunderstand its true position, and unin-* 
tentionally mislead you in reference to it, we transcribe ^ne of 
the oaths exacted from each member as a condition to tho enjoy- 
ment of its privileges. It is in these words ":— 

" You promise and declare that you will support in all political matters, 
** for all political offices, the second degree members of this Order, provided 
*^lt be necessary for the American interests, [i. e., the interests of the 
" American or Know-Nothing party.] That, if it may be done legally, you 
'^will, when elected to ai^y office, remore all foreigners, aliens or Roman 
" Catholics from office ; and that 3'ou will not appoint an^ such to office. 
'* All this you promise and declare on your honor as Americans, to sustain 
"'and abide by, without any hesitation or mental reservation whatever, so 
" help yon God and keep you steadfast. 'You furthermore promise and de« 
" date that you will not vote nor give your influence for any man for toy 
"office in the gift of the people, unless he be an American born citizen, in 
"favor of American born citizens ruling America; nor if he be a Roman 
" Catholic. That you will not, under any circumstances, expose the name . 
" of any member of this Order, nor reveal the existence of such an organiza- 
" tion. ***** And that you will ever seek the political advance^ 
" ment of those men who are good and true members of this Order. 

We assume that all this is meant to shadow forth some propo- 
sed line of cpnduct which is ultimately to take the form of gov- 
ernmental policy, if its authors succeed in gaining ascendancy 
in the Nation, as they have temporarily done in this and some 
other States ; and that, unlike certain rarely gifted persons whose 
capabilities are as, apt to seek development in one direction as 
another, but who never ac6pmplish anything, they have definite 
and substantial objects in view, and mean finally to do something. 
What is it ? What are their aims and purposes ? Upon what 
new and untried experiments do they mean to urge the govern- 
ment ? 

The first step in their proposed line of conduct is exceedingly 
clear. They mean to get possession of all the offices of govern- 
ment, and subject all its powers to their control. To accomplish 
this, men are decoyed into secret places, and bound by oaths to 
act, upon hitherto unheard of tests of political duty. Instead of 
swearing " not at all," or swearing to " support the constitution," 
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tbey swear iedity to a ^elf-cous^^l^uiU^d aiid,irre8po;;i9ible tribiu^ 
whose decrees are not to b^" jammed by or k^o^iirii to any but 
the initiated* Without inquiring, why the^ up^en, " love darknesp 
better than light," if it b^ ^ot tha^ " thej^v.d^j^^.are evil," let us 
put another queatioi^; Wb^t right h^ve thqy tp qasj; down th^ 
time-honored depiocratic.testof^offiGi^l qu9'U^Qdition-r'^ Isbe hon- 
est ? Is he oapabje I Is he faithful to the cpj^titution ? " M4 
whence did they.g^t power .^.^ub8|tit^te.that()tll^^ test — "I9 he 
a good and tirue member of thii^; Or^er ? ; Is he. an ^P^erioan bom 
citizep ? Is he JPro^estao^it ? la he Catbplio ? " 

The federal constitul^n declarer. that ''no religious test shall 
ever be required as a qualification to aiay office oi^ public trust,, m^ 
der the United States." A commeniiato? upon tho^t instrum^»t 
who has won an imperishable name in ti^e world of letters as 
well as jurisprudence, Mr. Justice Story, ezplaupis the object of 
the clause thus : 

^^Thefraiiiers'of the co^stitntiboH Wel« fbdly edible of the dangers ftom 
tlhis source, mariked out in tlie liistory of other ages and eou!Dttrie8,:and not 
wholly unknown to our own. They -knew thi^ bigotry w9/i unceasingly vigi- 
lant ini^ stratagems toseoare to Itself an exdosive ascendancy over the 
human mind, and that intolerance was ever ready to arm itself with all the 
terrors of the civil power to eirterminate those who doubted its dogmas or 
resisted its infallibility. ' The Catholic and iProtestant liad altferiiatery waged 
the most ferocious and unrelenting warfare on each oth^, and Protestantisin 
itself, at the very moment it was psoolaiming the right of piivate jndgtoent, 
prescribed boundaries to that right, beyoxMi. which if any dMT^d to pass ha 
must seal his rashness with the blood x)f martyrdom. Th^,fustory of the 
parent country, too, could not fail to instruct them in the use and abuses of 
religious tests. They there found the pains and penalties of non-conformi^ 
written in no equivocal language, and enforced with a stem and yindictivJB 
jealousy. * * ♦ It is easy to foresee that, Without sotae prohibitiori' of 
xelSgious tests, a soeoessfdl sect in our country might, by once possessliig 
poww, pass test laws which would secure to theniaelyes a monopoly efaU,ike 
nfficu cf trust and profit tender the national govimnunt," , . , 

The authors and abettors of Endw-Nothingism may not have 
^ead Judge Story, but it ii!^ entirely ^leMr that ke hof read them* 
And however anxious they may be to Veil th^t real desigiis from 
the men now liting, they were not hid from our fatheirs. Those 
designs, so far as they relate to the practical application of a 
hr^gious testiof Official qualifioation^ arol not dnly dkectly »t war 
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with the genitui of the constitntioti, bttt with iia t>{aiii words. The 
Democratic Party repudiates all such heresies ; nay, abhors them. 
It beKeres with Jefiferson, that opinions of every kind may be 
tolerated by a government which leaves reason free to combat 
them. It says with Milton — ** Let truth and falsehood grapple. 
Who ever knew troth pitrt to the worse in a free and open encoun- 
ter V It holds with the constitution, that no man should bo sub- 
ject to political disabilities, persecution or any other penalty, on 
account of his religious belief ; that to invoke organized political 
action for such a purpose is unwise and unjust not only, but 
absurd. It unchains the mind, throws wide open the portals of 
truth, and bids all enter, seek and find. And it tells them to rely 
on government for protection in the pursuit of their object, so 
long as they aim at private ends, and do not invade the rights of 
oi;hers. But wheti they form themselves into political parties, 
and claim to control the course of public affairs, they must subor- 
dinate their tl^ec^ies to those of the government, or be content to 
be numbered among its enemies. Let the advocates and adheos 
«nts of Know-Nothingism remember, that just so far as they seek 
to gain or monopolize power by the application of religious tests, 
they, like Anti-Slavery Republicanism, repudiate the constitu- 
tion, and affirm that there is a "higher law" for governmental 
agents and politicians. 

The intolerance of Know-Nothingism, however, reaches far 
beyond wfa^ we have mentioned, and brings the Protestant as 
well as Oa^olic within its interdicting curse. It binds each of 
its members, as we have seen, " not to vote or give his influence 
for any man, for any office in the gift of the people, unless he be 
an American born dtiz$nf apd even then he is to be prescribed, 
junless, in ad(Htion, he is "in favor of American born citizens 
ruling America I" The man who, like Lafayette, Kosciusko, 
Montgomery, De Kalb, Steuben, or Hamilton, was born in a 
Ibreign land, is to be' disqualified from holding office for that 
reason i^lope ; thoQgh he has been admitted to all the rights <^ 
citizenship 'under tiie constitution and laws of the United Stately. 
No matter whether his religious belief is in accordance with the 
prescribed standard jor not, nor how long he has lived among us, 
XtoT whaft may be his^ intelligence^ or his titles to public respect 
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oiigmtiiUade i tiay^ thoiigh.lbtti has :Men al^oted hiEtberbjF tfio 

ftti^rdeirbtiQiiv'^ 4ie< clbdo of Beplibli^iifllitbeiijr/iiuid has 

i cf&red<M3 btbvd aBA'saorisficenponitstaltafrS Allibiris nbthiiig, 

■ia he 'is tlot ^ American.by Mrikfi Tfa^ Ottdhcisits in judg- 

.ment upoQ hi»Jiiativity,iifind&ihim> gmlty of beiog! born in the 

."wvong plate; and cbndvmtmhim io d^il baniehmiuit:! : And.ao 

~€{v^ti'4lK>agh{kir Slavs weiie ^ibpitiorns^ sod^heiitas boim.insiniet 

bei^ to be'firdificribi^^inxKksa he nnil^ mthit^JeiidBrB in idvo- 
'^tib^ iiltolettati(ie;^ in iotiMr ixifoiids^ unless lief aaHiiBfieaiihemthit 
h^'iSi^'/srirpf of> etstiudiri^ all hot 'Aii»drican^:bori&/ citij9iMi8':fFom 
'•'^fllbe ! '■' '• ■■^••ti- ■ ■■* ''S'*'-'\ '-"f^ii'K; '^-'J •!'.■-./::•'. ;..>. .' • ■=•« 
• ' 'Iiet'iai^^iiid y<!>tldfg^iiitha4itbe«raed of erei^'poStloai. party 
•i^Weh is tnily loyal ito^gso^mtnent, and moans to act under it, 
'^and'^^dt' iagainisrt it, wilb^ always vbd Ibnndin fhanmony^MoiUi its 
- ^fimd*aiai(Bntaljpf ihoipks. ^ And )w^ ^ildMi^emndiA ' mest ^rho have 
^^n ihcanlkfHftfy hivedi intotthi^ rai)^ of JKnowniNathiaif^sin^ito 
fis^€»^innine!itfi d(di»ncttiididoctrin^j«nd<soiMpar6 them mthlthfotee 
"^^tiAvlfdied^^^i&b^^eo&st^^ TIaNsy HctttUi fo^ifonnd in 'diredt an- 

tagonism to each other. The . constltiuttott itaivtov to^baaish lie 
' ispTt^ of 'religioim 'i0tol«Hrahc€l^'igoi9«hm|eiitt m / alien) to the itrne 
'^j^^pfnoflfn^ olcli^l'lib^ty 'yi'i while ilnow^otbingisBvxreoto lan 
'.AltJar td il^iahd bmnpels inento<lx>^ ddisn lind worship it 1 The 
'Coiittitulioti^deotaNresf/'ti^aJbocitisens a^ eligib^ to: office, irre- 
.sped^efof'ihe'hcddent^yf bdctb/acceept the offic6<of President ; 
b^ RiK>«i^NothiAj^sm deno^ncesffttfai&^'iis nnwiaev and a 
' itdcftf In opea oppq^tion tQi it^ I. ^ The obastitutibnieUs eadi. officer 
^s^ ttgent 6f goirotxline^t: ixy^aok: to its* ^recepis aind Idoc^ines 
for the rule andiiiiifcmirQ of pnbHodntj^;. while Kncwt^Notto 
.ooittband^ ^ilMftu'lio look ibrgiiiddhoe to the* coanaelal^^d decrees 
of pdlitibiaris >1 ':Thd:!con6til«tion: rapcedter ifaVora publioity ? uk all 
'dr^anisfed ■ efforts: to infloenoe^ the! actioh of: c|:o-Yfia»nn]ieh*, and: sttb- 
ihHk th»Ai to tbo'ordoal'of publio'semtiny ;/ while KnotW^Nothiog- 
wm shf otids itsfetfia congenk^l darkness, t>lota in secret^ and fl)r- 

' 'bids scrrftitfy I-:^'-" • •■>»''*' : i.-'A •■j^ •-. . ■• ; .. .••^o:.i , 

'^* ' rf*e Rn6^Nottrii%*«Qdi4Adti*14T«y Bepwblican pacties^ or 
'ahyii^dr ^<5la6s^^ >*iter*»^be' comrnhnpfky/ areidiawitisfied with 
•bto^lfeedt^fowi<lf'''g'03Wflrii«ant» and^n^ (MgiMiic 
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^»rf]rTOtiire, :no one deniet tb^ir right to attempt /it bj Mr m^ma. 
Let jt^iftiatl^ ilihe opbHifield, and iM the. |>eople plainlj^ tkat tl^s 
ii: their purpose. The citizeii 'vrill then knew what toJ expect 
from themi and^ be prepared to act aocordkigly. Butrto ^ake 
their waj to place and power under the. false pretdnoe thatthoy 

«4nre>frienda of the constitution, that they beliete m its principleB, 
and mean to actin adocHrdanoe with its spirit^ while aecretly.re- 

ij^ttdis^tingiitsfandamental teachings, is neither manly no^ honQ^t. 
/iWehaFO' fo^bcorne to speak of a third class of men who haye 

i been; misled into false views 6f the nature and tme office pf go- 
remment We < mean those who, within \i» last yei^r.or twP, 
organized themselves into a political party to enforce the single 

mrtne of Temperance, leaving the: other virtues to shift lor tb^m- 

.velves^; After urging our State I#egislature to. disregard ^t^e 
constitution by passing a law in violation of it*-ra law the a^u- 
thorship of wMch none- of/ its followers 'are willing to ayow-*^it 
has qnktiy subsided, along with the waning remnant of the ;€|id 
Abolition party, into the raidcs of Anttf-Slavery Bep^bliQani8m. 
Both wHl be rememberbd hereafter for their good intentiOOkS, their 
bad^deeds^ and their ignoble end. ' r 

iFeEow-citizena, the parties of ^hich we have spoken have .9ri- 

1 'ginated in ^one common error — an error into which the Dei^o^aific 
Party can never fall until it renounces its : ancient faith. : Ih^y 
have ndstak^i the pri^r ends! of political association^ and the 
true office and limits of human government While professing 
to act under the; constitution, and in accordance with, it9. spirit, 
they have exalted themselves above it^ and appealed to a ^higher 
law.** Their respective creeds assume ihtkt neither the gui^aace 
of reason, the lights of education, the injunctions of religion, nor 
the promptings of a wise self-interest, can be relied onkk any 
relation of life. Philanthropy must bie taught b^ act of Congreas^ 
OP men will never practice it I Rdigion must be controlled by 
poUtioians, or heresy wiQ be the order of the day 1 And unless 
Temperance is hunted down by policemen^ and hedged in with 
penalties, it can bever be secured I The entire field of hmpfin 
endeayof must be tdcanned with.aiixioua eare^not to ^ndrhow 
much )6C it can be safisly left to individual . Ireedom and responsi- 
bility) but how £ar Oovemment oan^enoroach on it I Its ii^r- 
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meddling hand must be 'seen and felt everywhere and at all 
timee, constantly trenching on those moral agencieiE^, whieh — 
guided by a Power wiser and more benificent than that of politi- 
cians— are sflentiy influencing the course of human pondiict an^ 
shaping the destinies of men and nations. 

We beliere it may be said with confidence that if the Demo- 
cratic party ha8> ever deviated into errors like those ta wliich 
we haviB alluded, it has not persevered in them. It cannot do so 
without being false to its own principles. Reflecting and patri- 
otic men everywhere acknowledge the value of its past achiev- 
ments, and admit. that its services were Qever needed more ^an . 
at thift hour. They are not needed to guard any one interest of 
the country, but every one ; to maintain our written oonstitu- 
tibhs, which, under Provideiibe, protect us all ; and to secure 
and perpetuate the blessings of sound and wise administration. 
They will be needed in all coming vicissitudes, whether of war or . 
peace, adversity or prosperity. It is almost the only association 
of men, political or religious, which sectional strife and fanaticism 
have not utterly prostrated 5 certainly the only one which has 
power to cast upon the political evils which afflict the Nation 
and menace its life. Let its once victorious legions be again . 
summoned to the field of controversy. Let its voice go forth as 
of old, cheering tiie hearts, and arousing the couragie, and re-ani- 
mating the hopes of his friends. And let every, one who has 
named its name and professed its faith in former years, strive 
with earnestness and singleness of purpose for the attainment of 
these ends ; remembering that " a house divided against itself 
cannot stand." 

Mr. Shepaiu), from the couunittee for that purposej rer 
ported the following resolutions : 

Rtsdvedy That our Federal Government being restrained by the Goastita- 
ticrn to specific functions, the legitimate province of national politics is con- 
fined within the same limits ; and that every popular agitation or movement 
that aSms to transcend these constitutional bounds, and to avaQ itself of the 
organic force of govetnment to accomplish its purposes, ia a perversioa of the 
used aiid objects of party, tending to great and wriona naurpatidna ia govern- 
ment, and when unjustly enfwneed against any particular section ol the ooua- 
tiy is a tyttinny that should be resisted by all good <»tiaens. 
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Bttdvedf That tls8 agitation of -the alAYery qtiMtioB bj- IUb people of 13m' 
non-slaveholdini^ Steteflt l<atb » view to impair the eooiurity of the domestic 
inatitutioBs of th^ . South, whether pur9ued in deiuonstrationfi by political 
conventions or by discussion and legislation in Congress, f%Us within thifi^ 
category ; and that the experience of the past has shown that,'whiie it has 
compassed no good, it has resulted ^n s^bu^ erils; w^keilitig the bre/ther^ 
hood of the States, and that -nfnitual and anoonstnined asi^ociation tkad inLB 
oiica liheir dhief bond o£ union/ and tnbstitating in their plMe thedovoin^^r- 
incp infln^nce of politic^d pwrtieii^ wad the coerc^ye power of the JPi^iffpf^QpYr. 
ernment. f . . . •. . . 

JRe»dl»ed, That the recent ^nanifestation of this eyil spirit in the organization 
of the so-called Republican party, by Showing to what a treasonable hekd ft ' 
hfis ittready aftfyed, demonstrate tlfce Unfortunate tendency of all Its antede- 
detttstt^p^inthiftBgHafHon. And thM we pioint to its avowed doi^itdo <>f 
heBtlitl3titothe Cttnstitutioii,.itainvpiitfttioti upon the apirit'in whiehit origit 
nated| its denial of the eq.aality of tl^e States, and its invoc^ation of a hij|[h^ 
law thfto^the Constitution, and its w;hole scheme of civil discord to be- accom- 
plished by jpolitical usurpation,, as the natural result and consummation of the 
latetudinarian doctrines and' false and eWoneoVis ' policy which, since the 
foundation of the government-, hav<5 "chai'acterised the creed of thb opponents 
of the Demecnraoy. •- * -^iv .- ■ ' I'-i '■ • . • .: 

.RMfMds Tha^the deteimini^on of Congre^, avowed in the Kansas-. 
Nebraska biU, to reject from the ^national ooquqIIs the subject of slavery in 
tl^e Territories, and to leave thq people thereof free to regulate their domestic " 
institutions in their own way, ^uiiject only to the Constitution' of the tfnited 
States, is one that accords'wlttithe sentiiiettts of the Democracy of this State, " 
and with the traditional course of l^^lfvtion by Oengress, whiek, under fteJ 
moctatio suspiees, hits gradualljr :1a successive temtorial bills extended the 
diMBfun of popular rights, and limited the range of congressional action. And . 
that we believe this disposition of the, question wUl resiiljb most auspiciously 
to the. peace of the Union, and the -cause of good government. 

Resolved J That (in the language of the recent message of President Pierce to ' 
Congress) **the people of the Territory by its organic law possessing the ri^f 
to determine their dopiestic institutions, are entitled, while deporting them- 
selves peaceftiUy, to the ^ee exercise of that right, and must be protected' In 
the enjoj^ment of it, without interifi^Mnoe on the* part of th& citizens of any. • 
oftheStotes." . 

*< lUfolvid^ That the Denoonu^ of the State of New. York deem this a 4t; . 
'* oooaeTonio tendisr to their follow citizens of the whole Unioni their heartp> 
'* felt oongratiiiatlons on the trinifoph, in the seeent elections in several of . 
<' t&e NoMhem; Bastem and Western, ' as well as Southeim States, of th«i 
" piinolpleB of the Km8a3->Nebnutica bill andtha doctrines of civil and r^Ugious 
''iibmtywhMh'havebeehso vIolenUy'asBailedbyAseoretpolitical order known ' 
" as the Know-Nothing party ;*aiid; we hold it ie be our highest diHiy.to coiy^ 
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*' tinne onr efforts in t^^^hlii/tetaAl^anaf^^f&^oi^^^^i^prinoiples and the 
"constitutipi^l rigphts of ever7 faction and eT|9r^ p|«9 #t dftUefis Hgil^t 
''their oppoi^ntg -Off eve^jr description, whether tl^ ^p^e^ed ;]&epi^liefi^\ 
" Know-Nothings or Fnsionists ; and to this end we look with confidence to 
"the support and support and l[i|>pFO<bJk&ok of Wr^od and true men — fiiends 
** to the Constitution and the Union throughout the country." ^ ' ' 

JResdvedj That though we iare eniiujite»^lA tab Mdf b!f ^oliUcs for up- 
wards of twenty 3rears> as odr deteiwlned«xni'od[oai'€flBcftlre^]^iient, the 
Whig party, we cannot forbear ttud^x|j»0fl»^ (xijf^vtf^^&g^Aitltt&deUh. And 
we deem it due to the meHioigr.<)f fK galjipt ^i^iYer^ajyi tg s^jr, that its open 
and manly warfare, the national scope;Of its jijrim4p>les, and the ji^gh tone 
and ability of its leaders, made it an'ailfc^onist'worfhy or 8ie democracy ; 
and that the record of its life-tbntra^'well'wtth' ttiatof tHe s^ret, sectional, 
and narrow-minded fac)tio^<#liieh haiFse BvfoMdeldl W^^ Mid 'SihicH ^daim to 
divide its political inh^Vititkice. • . . ; .ii,\r ■'■ -. .m ••-':'' .1 - ,i : 

Resolved, That the administration-^f If'^^ee^dentJ^ieipce^hia^yefii 
val of the Democracy of this .State and the Unioii| manifes^g as^ it has on 
every occasion in which the national ]|ipnor has been^nvpjved, a xmist patri- 
otic and determined spirit, exhibiting in aTT' its 'dejArtments," vigilance, 
energy and rigid probity , -protecting the treasury f^m the corliipt' combina- 
tions of CongffiSS by like e&eardise ' of >the vetbt p(/weV,<' atad iiudntlBitii^g the 
cause of democracy by the eiumotation of 901111^ o^njlo^ imi Vie exiaiple of 
good government and wise mdaeur^. . ,., .\ .,..-. ;; ., . J 

Resolved J That the de.legates selected by this Qo^^pentipn, to- rej^gent the 
State of New York in the National Convention, are hereby instructed to cast 
the vote of this State as a unit, and that a majority of the delegates 'are here- 
by authorised to fill all Vacancies Occurring in tli^t hohyi ' ' . i • ' 

The question was taken oti the Address and It was ado^ 
(Messrs. Van Dyck and Burt Vpting m ^the negsi^tiv^j ,. 

A division being called for on the Kesolntions) thjej/were 
adopted ; the firsts third and .fifths seyei^th, eighth ai^ ninth, 
unanimously, and the secondj^fpurthaqd, sixth ^ith tiv^ dis- 
senting votes — Messrs. Yan DycK ajicl .Burt^, , ., .. . 

The Convention .then adJQurued, till 9, A^,Mt erf Fric^y. 



. . ., Friday, ^3Jiuap3f 12. 

The Convention. ipftt t»o hf ay th^Qj-ppoirt 9f tj^^ coiniaittee 
appointed to nominate .tpat Delegf^t^ytp thp^ ,5jI^o.n^V^^i^^ 
cratic Convention. Thf^ GomJ|)itjtQe..repprted.ttefpj[)owing 
names which were ^k^optediby/agplasdlsttion! : l- m; . 
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DELEGATES AT LARGE. 
HORATIO SBTMOUB, NICHOLAS HILL, Jr., 

DEAN RICHMOND, ROBERT KELLY. 

JDistrict DdegcUes. 

District. .: ., , 

I. — ^William H* Ludlow, Henry Floyd Jones. 
II.->-SA]fUEL E. Johnson, Thomas G. Tallmapoe. ' 
III.-^THoa(A8 BtmNB, Albsrp SMrm. 
IV. — John Kelly, George H. Purser. 
V. — Stephen H. Peeks, Wilson Small. 
VI. — Isaac V. Fowler, John Cochrane. 
VIL — WiLUxn D. Kbnnejdy, Wuxiam J. Peck. 
VIII. — Lorenzo B. Shepard, Daniel F. Tieman. 
IX. — JAkBs Conner, Azor B. Cran*!. 

X. — J6hn C. Holly, David E. Fowler. 

Xl.— T. R, Westbrook, Danforth K. Olnby. 
XII. — John P.. Bekkman, Gilbert Dean. 
XIII. — ^WiiUAM A. Beach, Charles L. Mc Arthur. 
XIV. — John V. L. Pruyn, John McKnight. 
XV. — Isaac Bishop, Joshua M. Todd. 
XVI. — ^Timothy Hoyle, Augustus C. Hand. 
Xy II.— John L. Russell, Wiluam C. C/rain'. 
XVIII. — John C. Wright, Euas A. Brown. 
XIX. — Robert Parker, Samuel M. Shaw. 
XX. — John Stryker, Francis Kernan. 
XXI. — Horatio Ballard, Horace G. Prindle. 
XXII. — Sands N. Kenyon, Sidney T. Fairchild. 
XXin.— De Wrrr C. West, Charles Smith. 
XXIV. — ^Dennis McCarthy, Seth Hutchinson. 
XXV.— Ellmore P. Ross, Cullen Foster. 
XXVI. — ^William C. Dryer, Charles Sentell, 
XXVII. — John J. Taylor, Henry D. Barto, Jr. 
XXVIII. — ^WiujAM C. Rhodes, J)Ames Faulkner. 
XXIX. — SnteoN B. Jewett, James C. Campbell. 
XXX. — Henry J. Glowack^, L. P. Weatheby. 
XXXI. — ^WnuAM Vandervoobt, Orson Tousley. ■ 
XXXn. — ^Israel T. Hatch, James M.' Humphrey. 
XXXIII. — ^Lemuel S.JBHKS,'NmAN Saokett. 
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On motion of Wm. A. Carpentbb, of Columbia, the fol- 
lowing resolution was also unanimously adopted : 

Resdvedf That any delegate apx)ointed to the National Conyention, who 
may be found to belong to, or affiliate with the organization commonly known 
as the Know Nothing organization, shall be declared by the delegation to be 
incompetent to act &s delegate, and the yaoancy caused by suohremoyal, shaU 
be filled in the manner proyided by the resolution of the Conyention. 

The Convention then directed that the proceedings of 
the Convention be published, ^ 

The usual resolution of thanks to the Officers of the Con- 
vention was then passed ; and with cheers for the Platform 
and the Delegation the Convention adjourned. 



WILLIAM H. LUDLOW, 
President. 



George H. Purser, 
Joseph Martin, 
Alonzo McConihe, 
John L. Russell, 
George B. Judd, 
Charles McLean, 
James Faulkner, 

A. V. E. HOTCHKISs 



Vice PresideTits. 



Levi H. Brown, 
H. P. Clintoi 
Hiram Engle, 
Horace Packer, 
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